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the great importance which had been attached to
the proclamation by Lord Macartney,, Sir H.
Christian/and Mr. Pringle,, all of whom had it in
their power to ascertain the circumstances under
which it had been published, from the very channel
by which they had received it. The information
which I subsequently received from the mate of
country ship Greenwich, and which was commu-
nicated by Mr. Lushington to Colonel Wellesley,
assigned a very different motive for the proclama-
tion; viz., the desire of M. Malartie to be relieved
from some restless spirits who were not particu-
larly attached to the interest of the island,, but on
the contrary, suspected of favouring the plan of
liberating the slaves. Though this intelligence
changed entirely the colour of the proclamation,
yet as I knew not what degree of credit was due
to the author of it, I was unwilling upon such
grounds to hazard any opinion *in opposition to
that I had before stated, particularly when I re-
flected that by sending this intelligence your
Lordship was put in possession of all the grounds
upon which any opinion from me could be formed,
and that you would probably have additional
means of passing a better judgment on the case
from the aid of Mr. Pringle's inquiries, and intel-
ligence from other quarters. It may, however,
be observed, that if the last explanation of the
cause of the proclamation be correct, Tippoo
becomes acquitted of any participatioti in it, and